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Short Abstract in English

The calls for ethically and politically engaged language teacher education (Crozet & Diaz,
2020; Heidt, forthcoming; Kramsch & Zhang, 2018; Kubanyiova, 2020; Kubanyiova &
Crookes, 2016) have gained on significance in today's ‘'uneven world' (Pennycook, 2022). The
challenges are complex and numerous, amplified by the global COVID-19 pandemic. The
armed conflict in Ukraine has resulted in the largest wave of European migration since World
War Il and the nationalist and xenophobic populism around the globe shows no signs of
retreat. This symposium revisits the recent ethico-political turn in language teacher education.
We ask whether the current frameworks of language teacher education still serve us well and
interrogate a diverse range of contexts of social activity for lessons they might hold for the
future of language teacher education. The theoretical and empirical papers are brought
together to consider where the field's attention might turn next in relation to theory,
methodology and practice.
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Ethics and Politics of Language Teacher Education in an Uneven World

We live in an ‘'uneven world" (Pennycook, 2022), characterized by, for example, the
resurgence of nationalist and xenophobic populism, deep-seated racial, gendered, and
socioeconomic inequalities particularly amplified by the COVID-19-pandemic, as well as the
current invasion of Ukraine, which has resulted in the most intense wave of European
migration since World War 1l (UN Refugee Agency, 2022). Recent debates in applied
linguistics have insisted on the need for the language teacher education research to respond to
these wider social and political concerns across diverse national and local settings in which
the preparation of future language educators is embedded: they have called for ethically and
politically engaged language teacher education (Crozet & Diaz, 2020; Heidt, forthcoming;
Kramsch & Zhang, 2018; Kubanyiova, 2020; Kubanyiova & Crookes, 2016).

The symposium takes this recent ethico-political turn as a point of departure. At the same
time, we open up the theoretical and empirical terrain and invite renewed scrutiny into issues
that shape the work of language educators in today's climate and into questions about what it
means to educate and be educated in this 'uneven world'. We invite contributions that speak
to a range of contexts of social activity. These include but are not limited to traditional spaces
of educating teachers. The insights from a range of encounters, nevertheless, should offer
critical lessons for the theories and practices of language teacher education. The papers might
consider, for instance, how issues of symbolic power, relational ethics or epistemic justice
play out in social and educational interactions and how they might challenge the Eurocentric
monolingual assumptions and emancipatory modernist orientations (Pennycook, 2001; 2022)
in language teacher education practice. In light of the AILA 2023 congress theme of
"Diversity and social cohesion in a globalized world: towards more committed language
sciences", this symposium seeks to explore diverse ways of theorizing, researching, and
practicing language teacher education in an effort to contest classed, gendered, monolingual,
neocolonial or raciolinguistic discourses that continue to operate in educational settings
around the globe.
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