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Short abstract in English:

In the past decades, understanding of language and language learning has moved from
psycholinguistic, formalist, and monolingual views to sociolinguistic, dialogic, and multilingual
ones, which has led to quite radical reconceptualizations of language and language learning.
The early foreign language learning context with the simultaneous language and literacy
development invites novel research methodological approaches that take account of this
reconceptualization. In recent research, there are indications of new approaches to tackle the
complexities of early language learning. Among others, participatory approaches and designs
that challenge epistemological positions, e.g. children as co-researchers, have gained ground.
Other methodological innovations include the use of visual and multimodal methods in
researching with children. This symposium invites papers that have adopted more
participatory and multimodal approaches to researching primary school aged children as
learners of foreign languages with a special focus on how the empirical study informs the
development of pedagogical practices, including learning materials.

Argument:

The aim of this symposium is to discuss innovative approaches to researching early
language learning (ELL). ELL is defined here as foreign language teaching in the first years
of primary school. Thus far ELL research has mainly followed the well-trodden paths of SLA
and largely focused on overall learning outcomes and their connection to various learner or
teaching related factors such as motivation and attitudes, language learning aptitude and
metalinguistic awareness (e.g. Costley et al. 2020), environmental factors (e.g. Pfenninger &
Singelton 2019), and teaching methods and materials (e.g. Wilden & Porsch 2020). In many
of these studies, the ultimate goal has been to find out whether an early start has
advantages, what can be achieved in classrooms with limited time available and to identify
successful ELL pedagogies (e.g. Enever 2020; Wilden & Porsch 2020).



In the past decades, research-based understanding of language and language learning has
moved from psycholinguistic, formalist, and monolingual views to sociolinguistic, dialogic,
and multilingual ones (DFG 2016), which has led to quite radical reconceptualizations of
language and language learning. We argue that the ELL context with the simultaneous
language and literacy development invites novel research methodological approaches that
take account of this reconceptualization. In recent research, there are indications of new
approaches to tackle the complexities of ELL. As to research design, participatory
approaches (Kuchah & Pinter 2021) and designs that challenge epistemological positions,
e.g. children as co-researchers (Prasad 2021), have gained ground. Other methodological
innovations include the use of various visual and multimodal methods in researching with
children (indzi 2018).

This symposium invites papers that have adopted more participatory and multimodal
approaches to researching primary school aged children as learners of foreign languages
with a special focus on how the empirical study informs the development of pedagogical
practices, including learning materials.
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