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Symposium title: Researching Literature in Language Learning and Beyond 

Symposium organisers: 
Amos, Paran, Institute of Education, University College London, UK 
Sandra, Stadler-Heer, Faculty of Linguistics and Literature, Catholic University Eichstätt-
Ingolstadt, Germany, 
Petra, Kirchhoff, University of Erfurt, Germany 

Symposium format (one choice - delete the others): 
● ReN symposium: Literature in Language Learning and Teaching (LILLT)

Symposium mode (one choice - delete the others): 
● Hybrid

Sub-themes (multiple choices - delete the others): 
□ (MINORITY) LANGUAGES IN THE WORLD: Lingua Franca, Global language,

Academic Language, dialects
□ LANGUAGE RESOURCES: multi-modality (including gesture), corpora, artifacts,
□ LANGUAGE & TECHNOLOGY: media, tools, digitals humanities, Natural Language

Processing (NLP)
□ LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING: teacher education, curricula and

education, classrooms, instruction, task-based learning, EAP, study abroad, (virtual)
exchanges, materials and methods

□ LINGUISTIC SOCIAL ISSUES: linguistic (in)justice, power, advocacy, attitude & bias,
diversity-emancipation, discriminations, ethnicity and gender, ideology, language &
social justice

□ RESEARCH: methods, approaches and (collaborative) practices
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Short abstract in English (15 lignes): 
 
This LiLLT REN symposium focuses on the additional facets of literature in language learning 
and in teacher education, the spaces where we use literature but go beyond it. We welcome 
research exploring the ways in which literature permeates our pedagogic actions in the 
classroom. When, how and by whom is literature used in the language classroom or in teacher 
education? How do teachers introduce literature and how do language learners respond to it? 
We are also interested in research looking at how literature intersects with other educational 
issues in the foreign language classroom. How are teachers using literature to initiate 
discussion of social issues (e.g. power, advocacy, attitude and bias, diversity-emancipation, 
discriminations, ethnicity, gender) or controversial topics? Lastly, we invite research that 
problematises literary creations in the language classroom and the inclusion of new formats 
of literature, from more accepted formats such as pop-songs, to more recent formats such as 
literature produced on social platforms or artificial-intelligence generated text. We welcome 
papers using a wide range of methodologies, from case-studies to large scale empirical 
studies. We particularly welcome papers researching the use of literature in lesser-taught 
languages or in less-researched geographical and educational contexts.  
 
 
Argument (2 pages maximum, i.e. about 500 words or 3000 characters including 
bibliography): 
ReN symposium:  
 
Researching Literature in Language Learning and Beyond  
 
In this symposium we invite papers researching the additional facets of literature in the 
language classroom, the spaces where we use literature but go beyond it. For that purpose, 
we seek to problematise the use of literature in the language learners’ and the teacher 
education classroom in a number of ways.  
 
One is through research exploring the ways in which literature permeates our pedagogic 
actions in the classroom, for example, when using a short epigraph or well-known quotes 
that have come common parlance in the language (e.g. Shakespeare’s ‘shuffle off this 
mortal coil’) to spark a discussion as a lead in to a lesson. When, how and by whom is 
literature used in the language classroom or in teacher education? How do teachers 
introduce literature and how do language learners respond to it? Which role does canonical 
literature play? How are literary competences of teachers’ and learners’ assessed in 
language learners’ and teacher education classrooms? 
 
The second way is through research looking at how literature intersects with other 
educational issues in the foreign language classroom – such as the ways in which teachers 
may be using literature to initiate discussion of social issues (e.g. social (in)justice, power, 
advocacy, attitude & bias, diversity-emancipation, discriminations, ethnicity and gender, 
ideology) or controversial topics, sometimes known as ‘taboo topics’ (Ludwig and Summer, 
forthcoming). Which skills and knowledge base do language teachers need to address 
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controversial topics? Which texts and learning designs are particularly suitable to teach 
these topics? How does context play into the discussion of literature in language classroom? 
 
The third way in which we problematise literary creations in the language classroom is 
through research on the inclusion of new formats of literature, from more accepted formats 
such as graphic novels, picturebooks, and pop-songs, through to more recent innovative 
formats such as electronic literature, literature produced on social platforms (e.g. 
twitterature) or artificial-intelligence generated text. How are students and teachers using 
these formats (if at all) and how have these formats been addressed in teacher education? 
How relevant are technological competences to teaching and learning with literature? 
 
Potential topics for presentations may be 

• using literature to discuss social issues or controversial topics,  
• researching literature and critical thinking,  
• researching literature, foreign language learning and empathy,  
• literature and democracy,  
• literature and technology, 
• literature in teacher education (professionalising teachers to teach literature, the skills 

base teachers need for teaching and using literature in the language classroom), 
• cross-disciplinary approaches 

 
We welcome papers using a wide range of methodologies, from individual case-studies to 
large scale empirical studies. We particularly welcome papers researching the use of 
literature in lesser-taught languages as well as papers researching the use of literature in 
less-researched geographical and educational contexts.  
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