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Short abstract in English:

Sustainability in language teaching has become topical due to the requirements to integrate
education for sustainable development (ESD) in the curricula. Sustainable development is a
complex issue, and a holistic approach addressing the environmental, economic, social, and
cultural dimensions of sustainability has been suggested to enable its learning process.
However, there is no consensus on the integration of ESD in language teaching, and various
methods, such as interdisciplinary teaching of transversal competencies, have been applied
in different countries and educational systems. In addition, modern theories of language as
dynamic and adaptive, and language learning as a continuous reciprocal process have also
altered the field of language education. Consequently, there is a growing need to understand
the ESD-related attitudes and views of both in-service and pre-service teachers and to
evaluate their educational demands. This symposium brings forth recent advances in the study
of sustainability and its implementation in language teaching and opens a discussion
concerning what aspects of language teaching already are sustainable and could be promoted
and further developed to support both the global sustainability goals and the future demands
of language education.

Argument:

The theme of our symposium is sustainability in language teaching. Following the Agenda
2030 call for action, education for sustainable development (ESD) has been increasingly
added to the curricula of all educational levels. Because of its complexity and wide range of
topics, a collaborative approach in ESD has been rather common (Sund, Gericke & Bladh,
2020; Howard-Jones, Sands, Dillon & Fenton-Jones, 2021). However, the need for a holistic
approach to the concept of sustainable development has been issued (see e.g., Sinakou,
Boeve-de Pauw & Van Petegem, 2017), which means viewing it through its environmental,
economic, social and cultural dimensions (Burford et al., 2013). Hence, ESD has also been
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assigned in curricula as transversal competences, which are taught across all subjects (e.g.,
Bertel, Winther, Routhe & Kolmos, 2021). Consequently, more attention has been raised
towards how sustainability is taken into consideration in language teaching. In addition, there
has been a shift toward theories viewing language as dynamic and adaptive (e.g. Larsen-
Freeman 2019) and learning as a process that is shared both socially and cognitively (Dufva,
Aro & Suni 2014). These views see language as a continuous reciprocal process between
people, connecting them to the world around them (van Lier 2008). ESD related research on
the attitudes, views and needs of both in-service and pre-service teachers has increased (e.g.,
Borg Gericke, Hoglund & Bergman, 2012; Bedir, 2021; de Haan, 2020, Howard-Jones et al.,
2021) and there is a further need for more research in language education to evaluate the
educational demands of language teachers.

This symposium calls researchers and scholars to bring forth recent advances in the study of
sustainability and its implementation in language teaching. The aim is to widen the
perspectives around ESD in relation to language teaching, change ideas about its practical
implementations in different countries and educational systems, and open a discussion
concerning what aspects of language teaching are already sustainable and could be promoted
and further developed to support both the global sustainability goals and the future demands
of language education.
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