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Short abstract

Original version television (OVT) has been a topic under investigation for some decades.
This is not surprising given that it is one of the most popular foreign / second language
extramural activities nowadays. However, this area of second language acquisition is
relatively unexplored and there are many questions that still deserve further research. This
symposium on language learning from OVT aims to discuss recent findings on the topic and
set the future agenda in the field. Presentations are welcomed about different topics linked to
OVT including, but not limited to, what viewing conditions lead to more learning (e.g., effects
of viewing time-distribution, television genres), with special attention to the effects of different
subtitling techniques. We also welcome studies on the latest findings about to what extent
various areas of language learning (e.g., grammar, literacy, pragmatics, vocabulary) are
affected by OVT, and how they are affected. In addition, papers investigating internal (e.g.,
language aptitude, working memory) and external (e.g., amount and type of exposure)
individual differences and their effects on language learning through OVT are specially
encouraged. Moreover, contributions on learning foreign / second languages other than
English are of particular interest too.



Argument

Achieving a high command of a foreign language might be a daunting experience, especially
if input is limited to formal teaching for a few hours per week. Under these circumstances,
some learners may seek alternative input sources to meet their learning goals (Mufoz,
2008). One of these sources can certainly be original version television (OVT), considered to
be one of the most popular extramural activities nowadays (De Wilde et al., 2020).
Moreover, OVT, whether subtitled or not, is claimed to be a good ally of language learning
(Webb, 2015) as it can contribute to developing different areas: vocabulary (Gesa &
Miralpeix, 2022), pronunciation (Wisniewska & Mora, 2020), grammar (Pattemore & Mufioz,
2020), and formulaic language (Puimeéege & Peters, 2020), among others.

Given the limited available research on the field, and the many areas that still deserve
further research, this symposium aims to discuss recent findings concerning the role of OVT
in language learning. Presentations are welcomed about different topics linked to OVT
including, but not limited to, what viewing conditions lead to more learning (e.g., effects of
viewing time-distribution, television genres), with special attention to the effects of different
subtitling techniques. We also welcome studies on the latest findings about to what extent
various areas of language learning (e.g., grammar, literacy, pragmatics, vocabulary) are
affected by OVT, and how they are affected. In addition, papers investigating internal (e.g.,
language aptitude, working memory) and external (e.g., amount and type of exposure)
individual differences and their effects on language learning through OVT are specially
encouraged. Moreover, contributions on learning foreign / second languages other than
English are of particular interest too.

We believe this symposium will be an excellent opportunity not only to discuss the latest
research on OVT, but also to address the many challenges and opportunities that this type
of investigation has to offer, and to advance the future agenda.
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